LOST DOGS

1. Call your local police and report your dog missing.  See if there are any reports of a stray dog that matches your dog's description.
2. Contact your local animal control (the police can give you that number).  Make a report about your missing dog.  Also (very important) go into that shelter to see for yourself what dogs are there.  It is possible, especially if your dog wasn't wearing tags, that he is there and they won't connect him with your report.  Leave them a picture of your dog.

3. Call the vet offices in your area.  Let them know your dog is missing.  If you have access to a fax, fax them a flyer with your dog's picture and ask them to post it.  (Perhaps someone will find him and bring him in, or a client will recognize the dog and can relay his location)

4. Post a reward on the flyer.  This will get others actively looking for your dog.

5. Go to www.dogdetective.com and post a lost dog alert.  It will be sent to people in your area that are members of the site. (They have a large membership base)  

6. If your dog is microchipped, contact the chip company (24 pet watch, Home Again, Avid, etc.) and let them know.  HomeAgain.com will contact veterinarians, shelters, and pet rescuers surrounding the area, asking them to be on the lookout for your pet.  Even if your dog has a microchip through another company, Home Again will let you register it through them, allowing you to take advantage of this service.  The cost for this is only $15 for a year and you can sign up AFTER your pet goes missing. 

7. Go on Petfinder.com and post a lost dog message in the classified section.  (From the toolbar at the top of page, select Missing Pet from drop-down menu).  When anyone in our group finds a dog, that is one of the first places we check.

8.  Make flyers and post them in the area you last saw your dog and the surrounding area.  (We once searched for a dog that was found running 10 miles from her last seen location).  If you are close to another municipality, contact their animal control as well.  (Both dogdetective.com and homeagain.com will generated lost dog posters for you.  All you have to do is upload a picture and click a button).
9. If there is a local humane society near you, contact them as well.  Get them a description, flyer and, if you can, go in and look around.

10. Contact all the rescue groups in your area.  You can find a list of shelters in your area on Petfinder.com - once there click on shelters at the top of the page, search by state.  The list that appears is in alphabetical order by city.

11. There are other companies out there offering additional services aimed to help you find your missing pet. One of them is findtoto.com.   For a fee, they will call all of your neighbors, alerting them about your missing pet and providing a description.  Their cheapest package is $105 and for that, they will call 500 of your neighbors.
